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the States of Massachusetts, Rhode Is-
land, Connecticut, New York, New Jer-
sey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, and 
North Carolina. 

(3) Management Area 3 (Georges Bank): 
All U.S. waters east of 70°00′ W. long. 
and southeast of the line that runs 
from a point at 70°00′ W. long. and 41°39′ 
N. lat., northeasterly to the Hague 
Line at 42°53′14″ N. lat., 67°44′35″ W. 
long. 

§ 648.201 Closures and TAC controls. 
(a) If NMFS determines that catch 

will reach 95 percent of the annual TAC 
allocated to a management area before 
the end of the fishing year, or 95 per-
cent of the Area 1A TAC allocated to 
the first seasonal period as set forth in 
paragraph (f) of this section, NMFS 
shall prohibit vessels, beginning the 
date the catch is projected to reach 95 
percent of the TAC, from fishing for, 
possessing, catching, transferring, or 
landing >2,000 lb (907.2 kg) of Atlantic 
herring per trip and/or >2,000 lb (907.2 
kg) of Atlantic herring per day in such 
area pursuant to paragraph (e) of this 
section, except as provided in para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section. These 
limits shall be enforced based on a cal-
endar day, without regard to the 
length of the trip. 

(b) The percent of the TAC that trig-
gers imposition of the 2,000–lb (907.2– 
kg) limit specified in paragraph (a) of 
this section may be adjusted through 
the specification process described in 
§ 648.200. Any lowering of the percent of 
the TAC that triggers the 2,000–lb 
(907.2–kg) limit specified in paragraph 
(a) of this section must be accom-
plished through the framework adjust-
ment or amendment processes. 

(c) A vessel may transit an area that 
is limited to the 2,000–lb (907.2–kg) 
limit specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section with > 2,000 lb (907.2 kg) of her-
ring on board, provided such herring 
were caught in an area or areas not 
subject to the 2,000–lb (907.2–kg) limit 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, and that all fishing gear is stowed 
and not available for immediate use as 
required by § 648.23(b), and provided the 
vessel is issued a vessel permit appro-
priate to the amount of herring on 
board and the area where the herring 
was harvested. 

(d) A vessel may land in an area that 
is limited to the 2,000–lb (907.2–kg) 
limit specified in paragraph (a) of this 
section with > 2,000 lb (907.2 kg) of her-
ring on board, provided such herring 
were caught in an area or areas not 
subject to the 2,000–lb (907.2–kg) limit 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, and that all fishing gear is stowed 
and not available for immediate use as 
required by § 648.23(b), and provided the 
vessel is issued a vessel permit appro-
priate to the amount of herring on 
board and the area where the herring 
was harvested. 

(e) NMFS shall implement fishing re-
strictions as specified in paragraph (a) 
of this section by publication of a noti-
fication in the FEDERAL REGISTER, 
without further opportunity for public 
comment. 

(f) The TAC for Management Area 1A 
is divided into two seasonal periods. 
The first season extends from January 
1 through May 31, and the second sea-
son extends from June 1 through De-
cember 31. Seasonal TACs for Area 1A, 
including the specification of the sea-
sonal periods, shall be set through the 
annual specification process described 
in § 648.200. 

(g) Up to 500 mt of the Area 1A TAC 
shall be allocated for the fixed gear 
fisheries in Area 1A (weirs and stop 
seines) that occur west of 44° 36.2 N. 
Lat. and 67° 16.8 W. long (Cutler, 
Maine). This set-aside shall be avail-
able for harvest by fixed gear within 
the specified area until November 1 of 
each fishing year. Any portion of this 
allocation that has not been utilized by 
November 1 shall be restored to the 
TAC allocation for Area 1A. 

§ 648.202 Season and area restrictions. 
(a) Purse Seine/Fixed Gear Only Area. 

Vessels fishing for Atlantic herring 
may not use, deploy, or fish with 
midwater trawl gear in Area 1A from 
June 1 September 30 of each fishing 
year. A limited access herring vessel 
with midwater trawl gear on board 
may transit Area 1A from June 1–Sep-
tember 30, provided such midwater 
trawl gear is stowed pursuant to 
§ 648.23(b). Vessels may use any author-
ized gear type to harvest herring in 
Area 1A from October 1 – May 31. 

(b) [Reserved] 
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